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University of Illinois Evans Scholars 
Alumnus David Hanson and his 

wife, Shirley, had been considering 
making a major gift to the Evans 
Scholars Foundation for some time. 
When they read about the Charitable 
IRA Rollover provision, they decided to 
make a major gift through their IRA to 
the 2013 ESF operating fund. The gift 
qualifies the Hansons as Partners in the 
2013 Match Play Challenge, with the 
proceeds used to match Par Club gifts  
of $2,500 and up.
We interviewed David to learn more 
about his experience as an Evans 
Scholar, his career and the decision to 
make a major gift to the foundation.

Q. How did you first learn  
about caddying?
a. As best I can recall, a friend who 
was already a caddie at Hinsdale 
Country Club recruited me. I had 
paper routes and lawn jobs as a boy 
and caddying seemed a good idea. The 
work was outside in a beautiful setting. 
The caddie master and the golfers 
were always kind. I then recruited my 
younger brothers. Every Sunday after 
Sunday school, we three would hustle 
to the golf course for couple’s golf. My 
brother Jonathan was also awarded 
an Evans Scholarship. He graduated 

from Northwestern University with 
a degree in chemistry. He went on to 
earn a Ph.D. in crystallography and is 
a researcher at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory. 

Q. How did you first become involved 
with WGA/ESF?
a. The summer following graduation 
from high school, someone suggested 
that I apply for an Evans Scholarship. 
I had applied to a small out-of-state 
college, but I doubted my family had 
the means to send me. When the 
scholarship was awarded late in the 
summer, I had not yet applied to the 
University of Illinois. I still recall the 
elation of opening the letter informing 
me of the award and the scramble to 
apply to the University of Illinois!

Q. What is your favorite memory of 
being an Evans Scholar?
a. My favorite memory is the great 
camaraderie resulting from living 
together and managing a house with 
other Evans Scholars. 

Q. Tell us about your career.
a. After several years of corporate  
law practice, I entered private law 
practice and eventually became a 
partner in a nationally recognized 
patent law firm. My work has been  
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“my wife and i want 
the many Wga evans 
scholars Par club 
members to know how 
much we appreciate 
the opportunity i had 
as a caddie and evans 
scholar, and we want 
to help pass along that 
opportunity to others.” 

—David Hanson
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What the neW tax LaW may mean to you

In January of this year Congress enacted the 
American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (ATRA).  

This much-anticipated and much-debated legislation 
proposed a number of changes, such as limiting the 
amount or value of charitable deductions. The good 
news for charitably minded individuals: Congress did 
not make any direct changes in the amount that can 
be deducted as charitable gifts. 
Gifts to the Evans Scholars Foundation can still be 
deducted against a donor’s highest tax bracket. This 
means that when gifts are deductible, no tax is due on 
the funds used to make these gifts. New higher tax 
rates for some mean that charitable gifts may actually 
save more in taxes!

What to give?

As part of the recent tax changes, capital gains tax rates 
were increased for some taxpayers. This means gifts of 
securities and certain other assets will continue to be 
the charitable gift of choice for many.  
Gifts of securities (stocks, bonds or mutual funds) and 
certain other property are generally deductible at their 

full value if they have been owned for longer than a 
year. These gifts also result in bypassing capital gains 
tax that would be due on a sale. 
The cost of such gifts can be even less than a 
comparable gift of cash. As the new 3.8 percent 
Medicare contribution tax is also not due on amounts 
given to charity, those subject to that tax will save 
even more. Gifts of appreciated assets can be used to 
offset tax on up to 30 percent of AGI.

estate and gift tax changes

Congress also established new estate and gift tax rates 
and set the level at which they would apply in the 
future. As a result of these changes, many will find 
they will have more assets available in their estates 
that will make it possible to provide for both their 
heirs and charitable interests in ways they may not 
have thought possible.
We will be pleased to provide additional information 
to your and/or your professional advisors. Return  
the enclosed card or contact Jerry Dudek at  
(224) 260-3730.
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a blend of client counseling, administrative practice 
and litigation.

Q. What prompted your decision to make a gift 
from your IRA?
a. My decision was prompted by gratitude for the 
opportunity made possible by the scholarship to earn 
an engineering degree from the University of Illinois. 
The degree launched my career. Following graduation 
and a two-year military commitment as a ROTC 
officer, my wife and I settled in Pittsburgh, Pa., where 
I worked as a research engineer and attended law 
school at night. Even before graduating and passing 
the bar exam, I had entered the field of patent law. We 
still live in Pittsburgh, where we raised our family. 
We were able to support three children, all of whom 
graduated from college. Now our grandchildren, 
grade-school age to college age, are pursuing 
education. The Evans Scholarship started a chain 
reaction.

Q. How important were the tax benefits of this type 
of gift to you?
a. Shirley and I had been considering a gift beyond 
the annual Par Club contribution and the tax law 
treatment served as an additional impetus.

Q. Did you and your wife discuss the gift?
a. Of course, and I would add that over the years she 
has urged larger contributions to the annual Par Club 
drive. She is well aware of the financial benefits that 
have resulted from my having an engineering degree.

Q. Why do you feel it important for Evans Scholar 
Alumni to support the WGA/ESF?
a. My wife and I want the many WGA Evans Scholars 
Par Club members to know how much we appreciate 
the opportunity I had as a caddie and Evans Scholar, 
and we want to help pass along that opportunity  
to others. 
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atra Brings certainty 
to estate and giFt taxes

For the last decade, constantly shifting federal 
estate and gift tax threshold amounts and 

rates have made for great uncertainty for those 
making long-range estate and financial plans. As 
part of the recently enacted legislation, Congress 
has brought welcome certainty in the area of 
estate and gift taxes.
Changes made in 2011 that set a limit on the 
total amount that can be given to others during 
lifetime or at death have been made permanent. 
Now indexed for inflation, the amount is $5.25 
million for 2013. Also note that estate and gift taxes may also be 
due at the state level and those taxable thresholds and rates may 
be very different from the federal tax rules.

more assets to give to others

Now most persons will be able to make their estate plans with 
less concern for federal taxes on amounts left to loved ones. 
With no federal tax due, many may be surprised 
to learn they can increase amounts left to heirs 
while making the same or larger gifts for charitable 
purposes through their estates.
Those with estates that may be subject to taxes now 
or in the future will be glad to know that the 100 
percent deduction remains for estate  
tax purposes.

minimize income tax for heirs

Because amounts left to heirs through an IRA, 
401(k) or certain other retirement plans will be 
taxable when received by them, some may wish 
to designate these funds go to the Evans Scholars 
Foundation and leave to heirs other assets that will 
be received completely free of federal gift and estate 
taxes.
Insurance policies that were purchased to provide 
funds for payment of estate taxes may also be a 
source of funds that could now be redirected to the 
Foundation.
If, like many, you will be revisiting your plans in 
light of the new tax law, we will be pleased to assist 
you and your advisors as you consider the charitable 
aspects of your will and other plans.
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Miami Evans Scholar Jack Cogan caddies  
for WGA Director Marty Gillespie at the  
2012 Annual Meeting at Hinsdale Golf Club.

ira gifts are Back

Just as David and Shirley Hanson discovered, 
you can once again make tax-free gifts in 2013 

(see cover story) directly from a traditional or Roth 
IRA. For gifts completed this year, those 70½ and 
older are allowed to direct all or a portion of your 
mandatory withdrawal amount (or another amount 
up to $100,000) to be used to make gifts to the Evans 
Scholars Foundation on a totally tax-free basis.
This provision can be especially attractive if: 
•  Withdrawal amounts now cause your Social 

Security income to be taxed at higher rates
•  You have reached the limit for how much you 

can deduct
•  Your state does not allow deductions for 

charitable gifts
•  And in certain other circumstances

Check with your plan administrator or other 
advisors for more information on how to make gifts 
in this way. 



Leaving a Legacy to 
the evans schoLars 
Foundation 

Have you considered including gifts to the  
Evans Scholars Foundation as part of your  

long-term estate and financial plans? Listed below  
are suggestions of ways to accomplish this goal:

Leave the residue: This is a gift of what remains in an 
estate after other distributions have been fulfilled.

Leave a fixed amount: A specific dollar amount 
may be given. This can be a useful alternative when 
funding a particular need, such as endowing a 
scholarship.

Leave a percentage: Providing for a percentage of 
your estate allows your gift to remain in proportion  
to the size of your estate.

Leave specific property: It can be good tax planning 
to leave jewelry, antiques or collections of value to 
charitable recipients. Securities, real estate and other 
property can also be given through your estate.

Whatever way you choose to make your gift, you can 
know your gift to the Evans Scholars Foundation 
will make the educational dreams of young men and 
women come true. 
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The men’s and women’s Evans Scholars teams from University 
of Wisconsin were both triumphant in the inter-chapter  
basketball tournament at the 2013 Winter Outing.

Chick Evans (second from left) with fellow competitors 
at Kent Country Club in Grand Rapids, Mich., during the 
1914 Western Amateur.

considering a Bequest?

By including the Evans Scholars Foundation  
in your bequests, you are investing in the future of young 
men and women—one caddie at a time. If you are consid-
ering a bequest to us, here is some suggested wording to 
take to your attorney: 

“I (we), ____________________________, give and 
bequeath ____________________________ to the Evans 
Scholars Foundation [Tax ID# 36-2518129], a not-for-profit 
corporation located in Golf, Illinois, to be applied to the 
general purposes of the program.” 

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It 
is not intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable 
gifts with tax and other implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an 
attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary 
based on applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities 
may not be available in all states. ©MMXIII RFSCO, Inc. All Rights Reserved. NYDX-13


